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TO  BE  TRULY  A FRIEND 

Quite  many  years  ago  I understood  that  being 
a member  of  the  Russian  Communist  party  was 
a serious  matter.  One  might  be  in  sympathy  with 
the  party,  but  only  the  hardy  might  dare  be- 
come members  because  taking  assignments  and 
carrying  them  out  required  training,  loyalty, 
learning  much  precision,  and  much  daring. 

It  seems  to  me  that  being  a member  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  carries  similar  re- 
sponsibilities, training,  loyalty,  obedience,  cour- 
age. 

Assignments  from  God,  from  the  Holy  Spirit, 
require  much  love  and  great  care.  To  receive 
divine  guidance  a person  must  be  aware  of  God 
within  himself,  see  God  in  other  persons— know- 
ing that  He  lives  in  all.  He  must  be  able  to  re- 
ceive His  directions  with  assurance,  and  to  take 
His  grace  for  fearless  action.  This  requires  time 
and  a deep  devotion  according  to  the  tempera- 
ment, personality  and  stage  of  spiritual  develop- 
ment of  the  person  “who  would  know  God.”  Of 
course,  one  seldom  or  never  attains  perfection 
in  this  life,  although  he  is  called  to  it;  but  there 
is  peace  and  joy  in  the  trying. 

The  true  Friend,  because  of  his  faith  in  his 
Master  and  because  of  love  for  Him  and  for 
persons,  goes  forth  daily  without  attachment  to 
himself  or  his  success  or  failure,  without  fear  or 
greed,  and  with  much  joy  in  his  heart— he  goes 
forth  to  fulfill  his  assignment,  in  the  everyday- 
ness of  life.  Whatever  happens,  whether  success 
or  failure  as  judged  by  others  or  by  God,  he 
knows  that  God  still  loves  him  and  that  He  is 
ever  present  with  him  to  strengthen  him  in  the 
right.  And  so  he  accepts  the  peace  that  passeth 
understanding. 

—Mary  K.  Andrews 
Mont  ever  de  Meeting 


SOME  THOUGHTS  ON  RELIGIOUS 
DISCUSSION  GROUPS 

Whenever  the  subject  of  Theology  comes  up, 
I think  of  the  saying  from  our  Quaker  past,  the 
origin  of  which  I can  not  remember.  “If  you 
define  theology  as  ‘thinking  about  God’  it  can 
be  nothing  but  good,  so  long  as  you  remember 
that  it  is  good  only  for  those  who  are  doing  the 
thinking.” 

Probably  there  are  souls,  so  innately  good,  so 
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intellectually  simple,  sincere  and  direct,  that  they 
can  unerringly  recognize  and  respond  to  divine 
promptings  without  ever  considering  the  source 
except  to  love  and  respond  to  it  wholeheartedly. 
I am  not  so  fortunate.  The  effort  to  overcome  my 
lower  self  is  such  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
make  some  attempt  to  define  what  it  is  that  I 
am  trying  to  love,  obey  and  be  guided  by.  I am 
acutely  aware  that  there  are  many  inner  lights; 
Hitler  followed  one,  some  of  my  gambling  friends 
are  devoted  to  their  inner  light  which  they  be- 
lieve helps  them  to  beat  the  law  of  chance,  and 
some  of  my  religious  friends  are  earnestly  fol- 
lowing their  inner  light  when  they  condemn  and 
reject  other  friends  who  are  certainly  as  “good” 
as  themselves. 

Since  the  “Inner  Light”  which  I wish  to  follow 
can  be  nothing  other  than  the  promptings  of 
the  creative  and  guiding  force  of  the  universe,  a 
personality  such  as  mine  must  laboriously  con- 
struct a concept  of  God  which  is  compatible  with 
the  total  that  I know  and  have  experienced,  and 
also  compatible  with  and  far  transcending  the 
highest  concepts  that  I recognize  in  myself  or  in 
other  men.  Here  lies  an  important  point;  as  my 
knowledge  and  experience  in  life  grows,  and  as 
the  development  of  my  spiritual  life  raises  my 
“highest  concept”,  so  my  concept  of  God  must 
grow.  In  this  way  my  “Theology  must  always 
be  fluid;  there  can  never  be  anything  final  about 
it  until  I cease  to  grow  or  experience. 

Religious  discussion  groups  which  consist  in 
mutual  and  intimate  sharing  of  these  fruits  of 
spiritual  growth  are  among  the  most  wonderful 
experiences  of  life.  But  if  this  intimate  theology 
which  is  the  fruit  of  the  individual’s  utmost  out- 
reach toward  God  is  torn  from  the  “I-Thou”  re- 
lationship of  mutual  sharing,  and  thrown  into 
the  arena  of  intellectual  debate,  there  to  be  sup- 
ported by  clever  arguments  and  used  as  a wea- 
pon to  coerce,  or  to  demonstrate  the  superioritv 
of  one  personality  over  another,  it  immediateb 
becomes  one  of  the  most  degrading  and  divisive 
forces  in  life.  Early  Friends  were  disgusted  with 
this  latter  use  of  theology,  which  was  a consum- 
ing passion  among  the  groups  from  which  earl) 
Friends  arose,  and  as  a result  Friends  have  re- 
mained wary  of  theology  and  theological  dis- 
cussion. 

The  situation  in  the  Society  of  Friends  is  very 
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different  from  what  obtained  in  Fox’s  day:  we 
can  no  longer  count  on  Friends  having  the  vital 
concept  of  God  which  is  the  result  of  close  study 
and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Bible,  and  which 
was  the  heritage  of  all  early  Friends,  the  know- 
ledge which  made  one  of  George  Fox’s  exasper- 
ated antagonists  say  that  if  all  copies  of  the  Bible 
were  destroyed,  it  would  not  matter  since  it 
could  be  rewritten  verbatim,  cover  to  cover,  from 
the  memory  of  George  Fox.  Even  the  teaching 
and  demonstration  by  Jesus  of  Nazareth  con- 
cerning the  nature  of  God  and  man’s  relationship 
to  him  have  been  spoiled  by  various  Christol- 
ogies  and  other  conflicting  intellectualism. 

It  seems  to  be  that  today  Friends  could  very 
profitably  indulge  in  more  “thinking  about  God”, 
and  that  the  quiet  and  intimate  sharing  of  our 
deepest  insights  on  these  matters  could  very 
properly  be  one  feature  of  our  Yearly  Meetings, 
as  suggested  by  Madge  Seaver.  Such  sharing 
would  have  to  be  on  the  basis  of  each  one 
offering  his  deepest  insights  on  the  chance  that 
they  might  be  of  use  to  some  one  present,  and 
always  remembering  that  in  view  of  our  diversity 
of  background  and  experience  of  life,  no  sort 
of  unanimity  could  be  reached  except  at  the 
expense  of  vitality  and  honesty. 

The  warmest  and  most  illuminating  spiritual 
sharing  I have  ever  experienced  has  been  in 
groups  drawn  from  differing  and  antagonistic 
denominations  who  came  together  to  share  in- 
sights but  specifically  without  any  wish  to 
change  or  influence  each  other. 

—Hugh  Campbell  Blown 
Vancouver  Meeting 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CLERK 

Many  Friends  are  looking  forward  to  the  com- 
ing sessions  of  our  Yearly  Meeting  in  hope  that 
it  will  be  a time  when  we,  as  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  can  grow  spiritually  with  a 
greater  understanding  of  the  Love  of  God,  our 
own  Yearly  Meeting’s  needs,  and  the  needs  about 
us. 

Perhaps  we,  along  with  the  Friends  World 
Committee  for  Consultation,  can  take  as  our  top- 
ics “Beyond  diversities  to  a common  experience 
of  God,”  and  “The  application  of  the  Quaker 
principles  in  situations  of  tensions.” 

Our  worship-fellowship  groups  each  morning 
will  provide  an  ideal  situation  for  us  to  be  aided 
by  our  fellow  members  as  we  learn  to  know 
more  of  the  eternal  values  of  life.  We  can  profit 
greatly  by  a full  consideration  of  the  findings  of 
the  Policy  and  Procedure  Study  Committee  on 
ways  of  improving  our  business  methods.  Our 
best  judgment  will  be  called  for  in  considering 
the  steps  for  incorporation  of  the  Yearly  Meeting 
and  certain  financing  procedures. 


We  will  learn  about  others  as  we  hear  Ed 
Sanders  relate  his  experiences  in  Cuba  this 
spring,  and  as  Emmett  Gulley  shares  with  us  his 
thoughts  on  the  Klamath  Indians  and  their  cur- 
rent situation.  Race  relations,  as  Friends  see 
them,  will  be  brought  to  us  by  Arthur  and  Edith 
Vail,  who  attended  the  Third  National  Confer- 
ence of  Friends  on  Race  Relations  recently. 
Many  opportunities  will  be  provided  during  the 
special  group  sessions  each  afternoon  for  indi- 
viduals and  groups  to  share  their  concerns  and 
to  bring  more  understanding  of  some  special 
areas  of  interest. 

I pray  that  we  who  attend  the  sessions  this 
year  will  come  with  a great  desire  to  seek  the 
Love  of  God  which  will  aid  us  in  loving  others 
and  in  understanding  others.  I pray  also  that 
those  who  can  not  be  with  us  in  person  will  up- 
hold us  in  spirit  and  pray  earnestly  for  the  gui- 
dance of  the  whole  Society. 

Let  each  try  to  prepare  himself  for  our  busi- 
ness sessions  by  group  or  individual  waiting  upon 
the  Lord.  In  the  words  of  Femer  Nuhn,  “May 
the  wholeness  of  the  divine  be  with  you  and  with 
us  all  as  we  try  to  be  witnesses  to  the  Christian 
light  and  life.” 

—Harold  Carson,  clerk 

CARE  FOR  ONE  ANOTHER 

The  relationships  — the  privileges  and  obliga- 
tions — of  one  Friend  to  another  are  rightly  the 
subject  of  continuing  prayerful  attention  in  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Almost  every  task  we  face 
together  brings  in  some  aspect  of  this.  But  do 
we  think  often  enough  of  the  deeply  underlying 
assumptions  implicit  in  our  Religious  Society?  Is 
there  real  agreement  on  these  assumptions? 

I believe  there  is  real  agreement  that  the  meet- 
ing for  worship  is  the  center  of  our  lives.  Beyond 
that,  what  are  the  implications  of  embracing  and 
becoming  a part  of  our  type  of  religious  com- 
munion? 

The  following  questions  emerge  after  discus- 
sions with  a number  of  kind  Friends,  and  their 
final  form  is  the  result  of  a very  helpful  coopera- 
tion by  a committee  appointed  by  the  Ministry 
and  Oversight  Committee  of  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia Half-Yearly  Meeting. 

1.  What  responsibilities  should  our  Meetings 
assume  in  Friends’  care  for  one  another? 

2.  Are  there  some  areas  of  responsibility,  assumed 
by  religious  bodies  with  different  ecclesiastical 
practices  from  our  own,  which  we  are  not  pre- 
pared to  handle? 

3.  What  qualifications  ought  we  to  require  of 
Friends  we  select  for  the  responsibilities  of  coun- 
selling and  ministry? 

4.  If  a certain  detachment  is  one  of  these,  can 
Friends  exercise  this  qualification  under  our 
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form  of  organization? 

5.  Should  Meetings  encourage  special  study  or 
training  for  Friends  favored  by  gifts  for  coun- 
selling and  ministry? 

— Gretchen  Rudnick 

La  Jolla  Meeting 

FRIENDS  AND  THE  BIBLE 

This  is  a concern  that  Friends  fully  avail  them- 
selves of  the  wide  and  deep  spiritual  resources 
the  Bible  affords,  and  understand,  in  historical 
perspective,  its  place  in  the  foundation  of  our 
unique  faith. 

Many  of  our  most  important  spiritual  ances- 
tors, especially  Jews  and  Christians,  drank  deep- 
ly from  the  fountains  of  the  Bible.  How  much 
light  on  how  a great  religious  tradition  was  pre- 
served and  has  been  handed  down  through  the 
centuries  we  can  gain  if  with  imagination,  we 
will  read  the  eighth  chapter  of  Nehemiah!  Ezra 
and  thirteen  other  named  priests  and  an  unstated 
number  of  Levites,  “read  in  the  book  of  the  law 
of  God  distinctly,  and  gave  the  sense,  and  caused 
them  (the  people)  to  understand  the  reading.”  It 
is  pertinent  to  my  concern  about  Friends  and  the 
Bible  to  note  that  I did  not  begin  to  learn  about 
Ezra’s  great  contribution  as  a Friend.  I Began 
to  learn  about  it  when  I was  a very  young  Pres- 
byterian. Then  I was  not  allowed  to  play  any 
game  on  Sunday  except  Bible  “games.”  These 
games  helped  lay  a foundation  of  interest  in  the 
Bible  on  which  I could  continue  later,  as  a 
Friend,  to  build. 

Jesus,  obviously,  was  deeply  steeped  in  the 
Jewish  Scriptures  and  by  the  diligent  exercise 
of  his  great  creative  imagination  enlarged  and 
extended  the  Truth  those  Scriptures  revealed  to 
him  and  continue  to  reveal  to  us.  The  mental  or 
spiritual  process  involved  some  call  inspiration; 
William  Ernest  Hocking  in  The  Coming  World 
Civilization  calls  it  induction.  In  poets  and  artists 
of  all  kinds  we  commonly  call  this  cultivated  and 
disciplined  gift  creative  imagination.  Friends  are 
fond  of  the  term  “insight.” 

It  is  helpful  to  recall  that  outstanding  Friends, 
naming  only  a few:  George  Fox,  James  Nayler, 
William  Penn,  John  Woolman,  Rufus  Jones  — all 
drew  heavily  on  the  Bible.  Rufus  Jones  impres- 
sively maintained  that  Quakerism  is  related  to 
and  connected  with  the  deep-flowing  current 
of  mysticism  which  has  always  been  near  the 
center  of  the  streams  of  great  religions.  Mystical 
insight  helps  us  build  on  the  basis  of  all  our 
inner  experience  and  the  materials  for  our  foun- 
dation and  structure  come  from  the  Bible  and 
all  other  sources  in  which  the  voice  of  God  is 
heard. 

I believe  this  concern  would  serve  well  as  one 
of  the  subjects  to  be  meditated  on  and  discussed 
in  the  small,  intimate  worship-fellowship  groups 


which  will  gather  during  Yearly  Meeting  in 
Santa  Barbara,  in  1961.  Those  of  us  who  wish 
to  consider  it  will  contribute  more  if  in  advance 
we  formulate  for  ourselves  pertinent  queries 
about  it. 

—Eubanks  Carsner 

Rwerside-Redlands  Meeting 


PROVISIONAL  AGENDA,  YEARLY  MEETING,  1961 


Sunday,  Aug.  6 7:30  p.m. 
Monday,  Aug.  7 9:00  a.m. 

1:00  p.m. 
3:00  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 


Tries.,  Aug.  8 8:30-10  a.m. 

10:15  a.m. 


1:30  p.m. 

2:45  p.m. 
4:00  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 


Wed.,  Aug.  9 8:30  a.m. 

10:15  a.m. 


1:30  p.m. 
2:45  p.m. 

4:00  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 


Thur.,  Aug.  10  8:30  a.m. 

10:15  a.m. 


1:30  p.m. 
4:00  p.m. 
7:00  p.m. 
8:30  p.m. 

Friday,  Aug.  11  8:30  a.m. 


11:00  a.m. 

Breakfast:  7:00-7:45  a.m. 
Lunch:  12:15-1  p.m. 
Dinner:  5:45-6:30  p.m. 
Snacks  are  availiblc  at 
and  4 p.m. 


Interim  Committee 
Yearly  Meeting  Committees 
Interim  Committee 
Yearly  Meeting  Committees 
Opening  Session,  a family 
gathering 
Introductions 
State  of  Society  Reports 
Singing 

Worship-fellowship  Groups 
Yearly  Meeting  Session 
Secretary’s  report — New 
Meetings 

Report  of  Incorporation 
Study 

“How  Do  Friends  Care  for 
One  Another?” 

Ministry  and  Oversight 
Clerk’s  Meeting 
Yearly  Meeting  Session 
Friends  World  Committee 
Bulletin,  Policy  and  Pro- 
cedures Committee 
Worship-fellowship  Groups 
Yearly  Meeting  Session 
Visit  to  Cuba— Ed  Sanders 
Social  Concerns 
Nominating  Committee 
“A  Two-Pronged  Question” 
Yearly  & Quarterly  Meeting 
Clerks 

Cuba— Ed  Sanders 
Yearly  Meeting  Session 
AFSC  Report,  Indian  Work 
—Emmett  Gulley 
Worship-fellowship  Groups 
Yearly  Meeting  Session 
Reports— FCNL,  Peace 
Committee 
Indian  Committee 
Peace  Concerns 
Family  Fun  Night 
Yearly  Meeting  Session 
Finance  & Treasurer 
Yearly  Meeting  Session 
Epistles  (Young  Friends 
and  Adults ) 

MeetinSf  for  worshin 
Closing  Minute 


the  cafeteria  between  3:30 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  YEARLY  MEETING 

What  to  Bring:  a blanket  (unless  von  rent  one  at  the 
college),  towels,  clothing  for  relaxation,  flashlight, 
ashtray  if  desired  for  your  room. 

How  to  Get  to  Westmont:  By  ear— leave  Highway  101 
at  the  Montecito  turn-off,  proceed  on  old  Coast  Highway 
into  Montecito,  turn  up  on  Middle  Road  (Richfield 
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Service  Station)  and  follow  Westmont  signs.  By  bus— 
to  Greyhound  depot  in  Santa  Barbara.  By  plane— to 
Santa  Barbara  Airport  at  Goleta,  then  by  airport  lirno- 
sine  to  Santa  Barbara  (Hotel  Carrillo).  By  train— to 
Southern  Pacific  depot,  Santa  Barbara. 

When  to  Arrive : Friends  coming  for  Interim  Committee, 
or  other  committees  called  to  meet  early,  should  not 
arrive  at  campus  until  after  lunch,  on  Sunday,  August 
6,  at  which  time  registration  will  begin,  rooms  will  be 
assigned,  and  committees  may  begin  their  work. 

For  those  arriving  in  Santa  Barbara  Sunday  morning, 
the  Santa  Barbara  Meeting  of  Friends  will  welcome  the 
fellowship  of  visiting  Friends  at  its  regular  meeting  for 
worship,  11  a. nr.,  at  the  Girl  Scout  House,  1838  San 
Andres  Street,  corner  of  Pedxagosa— this  is  two  blocks 
west  of  Highway  101,  coming  into  Santa  Barbara  from 
the  north. 

A Word  of  Caution:  Persons  who  are  sensitive  to 
poison  oak  should  know  that  it  is  plentiful  in  the  brush 
and  along  trails  in  parts  of  the  campus  and  nearby  hills. 
With  care  it  can  be  avoided. 

A Second  Word:  It  can  be  chilly  on  the  coast  morning 
and  evening,  even  in  August! 

—Charles  and  Edris  Cooper 
Committee  on  Arrangements 


FROM  NEW  ZEALAND  FRIENDS 

New  Zealand  General  Meeting  of  Friends,  although 
much  smaller,  has  many  points  in  common  with  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting.  Our  membership  is  widely  scattered  and 
is  largely  composed  of  Friends  who  have  come  amongst 
us  at  least  within  the  last  two  or  three  decades.  During 
our  meeting  this  year  it  became  evident  that  there  was 
a growing  awareness  of  our  relationship  with  the  peoples 
of  the  Pacific  and  South  East  Asia,  and  of  our  nearness 
to  Friends  of  the  “Pacific  Rim.”  This  was  emphasized 
by  the  report  of  Paul  Knight  who  recently  visited  Japan 
and  other  Asian  countries,  taking  part  in  work  camps, 
conferences  and  seminars.  Now  our  Meeting  is  exploring 
the  possibility  of  inviting  a Japanese  Young  Friend  to 
come  and  live  with  us  on  an  extended  visit. 

General  Meeting,  which  was  held  this  year  on  the 
campus  of  Friends  School  at  Wanganui,  was  the  largest 
yet  held.  It  was  a happy,  and  we  feel,  a fruitful  gather- 
ing. An  encouraging  feature  was  the  large  number  of 
Young  Friends  present.  Our  discussions  covered  a wide 
range  of  subjects,  from  peace  to  education  and  from 
television  to  community  relations.  A recently  returned 
Friends  Service  Council  worker  gave  us  an  insight  into 
conditions  in  Kenya  and  we  gave  some  thought  to  race 
problems  in  New  Zealand.  Amid  diversity  of  thinking, 
there  was  underlying  unity.  It  was,  perhaps,  in  living 
together  that  we  came  to-  know  one  another  better,  but 
it  was  in  worship  that  we  became  aware  of  a fellowship 
which  was  rooted  in  a common  search  for  God  and 
His  will  for  us. 

— Edward  Dowsett 
Raumati  South,  N.  Z. 

FROM  CANADIAN  YEARLY  MEETING  EPISTLE 

To  all  who-  bear  the  name  of  Friends: 

While  the  union  of  our  three  Yearly  Meetings  into 
one  was  accomplished  several  years  ago,  we  are  in- 
creasingly reaping  the  benefits  of  this  union,  and  “unity 
in  diversity”  was  a phrase  on  many  tongues.  This  unity 
of  organization  and  spirit  is  a Christian  witness  to  the 
oneness  that  Jesus  asked  for  his  disciples  when  He 
prayed  that  they  all  might  be  one.  Yet  our  differences 
are  sacred  and  we  are  learning  to  see  that  they  are 
God’s  differences,  which  must  unite  and  not  separate  . . 

The  solemn  quotation  in  the  London  epistle,  “Neither 


draw  upon  yourselves  destruction  by  the  works  of  your 
hands”  might  have  served  as  an  expression  of  the  cen- 
tral thought  of  Clarence  E.  Pickett’s  Sunderland  P. 
Gardiner  lecture  and  Tartt  Bell’s  report  from  the 
Quaker  United  Nations  program.  There  is  a demand 
which  comes  from  many  sources  that  Canada  do  not 
obtain  nuclear  arms,  and  many  signed  the  petition  to 
our  government  expressing  this  wish. 

One  session  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  was  enlivened  by 
discussion  of  a plan  to  bring  out  an  African  student  — a 
Friend  from  East  Africa,  we  hope-to  study  in  a Canadian 
university.  Some  thought  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
appreciation  of  the  difficulties  which  will  be  en- 
countered, and  this  feeling  will  no  doubt  be  a challenge 
to  those  whose  responsibility  it  will  be  to  administer  the 
project.  One  of  our  wisest  members,  who  from  much 
experience  saw  our  difficulties,  recognized  the  over- 
whelming favourable  feeling  by  saying.  “Well,  don’t  let 
me  stop  this  avalanche!” 

. . The  problems  facing  us  are  enormous  and  indeed 
humanly  impossible.  We  must  face  them,  nevertheless, 
knowing  that  with  God  all  things  are  possible.  Our 
serenity  cannot  be  cheap  . . . Our  faith  must  be  vital 
and  hard-won  if  it  is  to  be  a living  source  of  inspiration 
flowering  in  practical  service.  Otherwise  we  may  be  in 
danger  of  merely  following  the  now  traditional  pattern 
of  service  while  remaining  spiritually  unmoved  our- 
selves . . . 

— Mable  B.  Wilson,  clerk 


ARIZONA  FELLOWSHIP 

Friends  from  Phoenix  and  Pima  Meetings  held  a 
fellowship  meeting  June  2 to  4 at  the  Fenster  Ranch 
School,  Tucson.  People  from  Pima  numbered  10  to  24 
at  various  times;  people  from  Phoenix  numbered  22  to  35. 

The  meeting  was  a great  success,  thanks  to  many  will- 
ing and  loving  hearts  and  hands.  Living  arrangements 
were  more  than  adequate.  The  swimming  pool  was  the 
center  of  activities.  The  many  children  were  altogether 
angelic,  bright,  eager,  tractible  and  good  swimmers!  The 
program  was  friendly,  informal. 

The  tangible  results  were  these:  A new  feeling  of 
understanding  and  cooperation  between  the  two  groups; 
the  enjoyment  of  relaxed  fellowship;  assurance  we  would 
be  welcome  at  Fenster  Ranch  School  again;  the  gleaning 
of  information  as  to  improving  the  handling  of  such  a 
group  on  another  occasion. 

—Jane  Webster 
Pima  Meeting 


GANDHIAN  LIBRARIES  FOR  KOREA 

Our  Friend,  Sang  Dal  Cha,  aware  that  the  dividing 
line  between  East  and  West  crosses  Korea  at  the  38th 
parallel,  believes  that  if  there  the  spirit  of  non-violence 
can  be  created  and  become  a reconciling  force  to  lessen 
tensions,  it  may  well  lead  the  way  to  resolving  other 
East-West  conflicts.  He  therefore  asks  that  Friends 
of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  join  in  providing  Gandhian 
libraries  for  Korean  universities  and  colleges  in  order 
that  young  leaders  of  Korea,  particularly  the  students, 
may  learn  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  power  of 
non-violence. 

The  Los  Angeles  Meeting,  of  which  Sang  Dal  Cha 
is  a member,  supports  the  concern,  and  has  presented 
the  idea  to  Orange  Grove  Meeting  and  to  the  Southern 
California  Half-Yearly  Meeting.  Both  Meetings  have  en- 
dorsed the  concern,  and  Orange  Grove  has  appointed  a 
committee  to  work  with  Sang  Dal  Cha:  Walt  Raitt,  Bill 
Wright  and  Goldie  Harasta.  The  committee  suggests 
that  Monthly  Meetings  start  immediately  collecting 
books,  pamphlets  and  funds  for  shipping.  These  could 
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be  brought  to  Yearly  Meeting  in  Santa  Barbara,  or  sent 
to  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  520  Orange  Grove  Ave.,  Pasa- 
dena, Calif.  Checks  should  be  made  out  to  Gandhian 
Libraries  for  Korea. 

— Margaret  T.  Simkin 
Los  Angeles  Meeting 

SPECIAL  PEACE  MEETING 

On  June  25,  a called  Meeting  to  consider  Friends 
Peace  Testimony  was  held  at  Orange  Grove  Meeting, 
Pasadena,  Calif.  It  was  the  outgrowth  of  a smaller  gather- 
ing of  representatives  of  Peace  and  Social  Action  Com- 
mittees of  Santa  Monica  and  Orange  Grove,  June  7.  At 
this  second  meeting  there  were  representatives  from 
Claremont,  Los  Angeles,  Santa  Monica,  La  Jolla  and 
Orange  Grove;  about  30  were  present. 

In  addition  to  supporting  Sang  Dal  Cha’s  concern 
for  books  on  Gandhi  and  non-violence  for  Korean  Col- 
leges, the  meeting  felt  great  significance  in  the  varied 
concerns  expressed  by  Friends  on  a wide  variety  of 
issues:  what  should  we  do  if  nuclear  testing  is  resumed? 
should  American  Friends  help  Cubans  who  suffered  from 
the  invasion  attempt  last  spring?  how  do  we  develop  the 
“peaceful  equivalent”  to  war?  how  can  we  learn  to  com- 
municate better? 

As  the  discussion  developed  it  was  clear  that  some  are 
called  to  a prophetic  witness,  which  might  include  civil 
disobedience;  it  was  defined  as  the  response  to  the  ab- 
solute moral  responsibility  a person  feels,  a response  to 
a value  higher  that  self-interest  or  even  self-preservation. 
“Here  I stand;  I can  do  no  other.” 

Some  are  called  to  a prudential  witness:  rational 

judgment,  the  responsibility  one  has  to  the  group.  Given 
the  realities,  what  are  the  viable,  negotiable  possibilities 
in  a given  situation? 

Both  types  of  witness  are  necessary.  The  clerk.  Beach 
Langston,  closed  the  meeting  with  this  summary:  We 
have  expressed  our  realization  of  the  value  and  need  of 
prophetic  witness  at  this  time  . . and  encourage  such 
witness  by  individuals  . . . Secondly,  we  acknowledge 
a responsibility  not  only  to  give  encouragement  to 
Friends  so  led,  but  to  give  guidance,  too.  Thirdly,  the 
prophetic  witness  of  individuals  dedicated  to  direct  ac- 
tion should  have  its  supportive  counterpart  in  the 
prudential  commitment  of  the  corporate  body  to  peace. 

—Elinor  Ashkenazy 
Orange  Grove  Meeting 


TUCSON  FRIEND  OPPOSES  OATH 

Pima  Monthly  Meeting  has  expressed  support  of  the 
action  that  one  of  its  members,  Barbara  Elfbrandt,  is 
taking  to  challenge  the  Loyalty  Oath  Law  passed  recently 
by  the  Arizona  legislature.  She  has  asked  the  courts  to 
nullify  this  law  which  requires  an  oath  of  all  public 
employees. 

At  first  glance,  the  law  seems  to  require  only  a 
simple  declaration  of  loyalty.  However,  a careful  read- 
ing of  the  entire  law  reveals  that  one  part  changes  the 
oath  into  a negative  or  disclaimer  oath. 

The  Monthly  Meeting  wishes  to  inform  all  Friends 
of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  this  action  and  to  invite 
their  support.  A committee  of  local  citizens,  the  Emer- 
gency Committee  to  Defend  Liberties  of  Arizona  Public 
Employees,  has  been  formed.  The  treasurer  is  Richard 
Gorby,  2648  N.  Fair  Oaks,  Tucson,  Ariz. 

—Winifred  Osta 
Social  Order  Committee, 

Lima  Monthly  Meeting 

Barbara  Elfbrandt  is  a teacher  at  Ampitheater  Junior 
High  School.  She  opposes  the  oath  on  religious  grounds, 
believing  it  is  morally  wrong.  It  is  also,  her  attorney 


points  out,  unclear  in  that  it  requires  a statement  that 
the  employee  will  not  become  or  remain  “a  member  of 
the  communist  party  of  the  United  States  or  any  of  its 
successors  or  subordinate  organizations  or  any  other 
organization  having  for  one  of  its  purposes  the  overthrow 
by  force  or  violence  of  the  government  of  the  state  of 
Arizona  or  any  of  its  political  subdivisions  . . ,”  without 
setting  up  any  criteria  for  ascertaining  such  organizations, 
or  naming  any  authority  to  so  judge  them.  Her  lawyer, 
W.  Edward  Morgan,  continues:  “If  the  oath  . . . means 
what  it  says  ( pledging  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
and  Arizona)  then  why  do  they  need  all  those  other 
parts?”  Barbara  Elfbrandt  herself  has  no  objection  to 
affirming  her  allegiance;  in  fact  she  signed  a simple 
positive  loyalty  oath  when  she  received  her  teacher’s 
certificate.  She  objects  to  signing  something  she  does 
not  think  is  clear. 

This  summer  Vernon  and  Barbara  Elfbrandt  are 
directing  a work  camp  for  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  at  Earlimart,  Calif. 

JUNIOR  RETREAT 

On  June  3,  Gretchen  Rudnick  invited  the  Senior 
First-day  School  classes  to  her  house  for  the  “Children’s 
Retreat.”  Carol,  Mike  and  Hal  Tozer,  Ken  Johnson, 
Tom  Tweed,  Nancy  Neptune  and  John  Bryant  spent 
Saturday  afternoon  at  the  beach  and  had  a barbequed 
hot  dog  dinner.  After  we  had  gotten  ready  for  bed,  we 
discussed  Quakerism.  We  talked  about  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  and  their  ambulance  work 
during  the  war.  They  also  fed  the  Jewish  people  and 
helped  them  during  the  war  years  and  after.  We  also 
talked  about  the  simplicity  testimony.  We  talked  about 
the  old  days  when  the  Quakers  would  say  “thee”  and 
“thou”  and  dressed  in  simple  clothing. 

We  then  discussed  vocal  ministry  and  sitting  in  meet- 
ing for  worship,  which  we  did  the  following  morning. 

—John  Bryant 
La  Jolla  Meeting 


PRAYER  FOR  PEACE 

There  is  one  sense  in  which  we  would  want  praying 
for  peace  to  be  something  which  everyone  does.  In 
another  sense,  we  do  not  want  prayer  to  be  a demon- 
stration, for  people  to  see.  Prayer  for  peace,  if  merely 
a popular  movement,  would  gain  little. 

We  have  been  impressed  by  a letter  from  Friends  in 
Monteverde,  Costa  Rica:  a group  of  us  have  been 

coming  to  a greater  realization  of  the  power  of  love  . . . 
The  thing  that  is  needed  is  to  turn  ourselves  toward  the 
light  before  which  everything  must  yield,  as  ask  for 
surrender  of  ourselves  through  prayer  in  order  that  the 
divine  love  may  more  truly  guide  and  fill  our  lives.”  The 
letter  continues,  suggesting  that  all  people,  everywhere, 
be  urged  to  use  at  least  five  minutes  during  a certain 
hour  each  day  “in  humble  surrender  to  God,  asking  for 
greater  love  toward  their  fellow  men.  Thus  “every  hour 
of  the  day  there  would  be  a concentration  of  effort 
towards  world  peace.” 

The  Friends  World  Committee  asks  Friends  to  con- 
sider these  suggestions: 

1.  That  the  hour  between  9 pan.  and  10  pan.  ( local 
time  everywhere)  be  used  to  pray  for  peace  in  the  world, 
to  try  to  relate  oneself  in  love  through  God  with  all 
people  in  each  country,  and  especially  with  those  in 
positions  of  authority.  There  need  not  be  a rigid  rule 
about  the  hour,  if  it  can  otherwise  be  made  a dailv 
spiritual  exercise. 

2.  If  Yearly  Meetings,  or  other  Friends  groups,  or 
individuals,  want  to  respond  to  this  suggestion  by  send- 
ing a message  to  some  Friends  body,  the  response  would 
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not  be  sent  to  the  committee,  but  direct  to  Joan  Rockwell, 
Monteverde  de  Guacimal,  Puntarenas,  Costa  Rica,  Cen- 
tral America. 

—Herbert  M.  Hadley,  Sec. 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

A portrait  of  the  late  Patrick  Lloyd  of  Orange  Grove 
Meeting  was  painted  by  Henry  Glass,  also  a member 
of  the  Meeting.  It  was  donated  to  an  Art  Fair  the  Young 
Friends  of  the  Meeting  had  to  raise  money  for  Reth 
Sanders’  trip  to  England  this  summer.  (See  June  Bul- 
letin. ) A number  of  members  of  Orange  Grove  have 
bought  the  picture  cooperatively,  and  it  will  be  hung  in 

the  social  room  of  the  meeting  house. 

# # # 

Oregon  Quarterly  Meeting  was  held  May  13,  in 
Portland,  with  a good  attendance.  Gilbert  Kilpack,  who 
is  teaching  at  Reed  College  and  was  formerly  on  the 
staff  at  Pendle  Hill,  led  a discussion  on  “The  Evolution 
of  Traditional  Values.”  Concerns  which  were  discussed 
were  tire  organizations  of  Interim  Committee,  incorpora- 
tion for  Yearlv  Meeting,  and  the  UN  voluntary  tax  pro- 
gram. Discussion  of  the  last  topic  will  be  continued  at 
the  next  meeting  in  November,  in  Eugene. 

The  Young  Friends  of  the  Northwest  Half-Yearly 
Meeting  also  held  a meeting  at  the  same  time;  they  had 
a picnic,  and  saw  and  discussed  the  film,  “Ask  Me, 
Don’t  Tell  Me.”  The  children  of  the  Quarterlv  Meeting 
went  to  the  zoo  and  visited  the  Oregon  Museum  of 
Science  and  Industry. 

# # # 

Following  out  the  plan  formulated  by  the  Young 
Friends  Yearly  Meeting  in  1960,  the  Young  Friends 
Peace  Committee  has  offered  each  Meeting  a packet  of 
literature  carefully  chosen  for  usefulness  to  Young 
Friends.  It  contains  the  Handbook  for  Conscientious 
Objectors,  revised  edition;  material  on  civil  defense, 
disarmament,  and  the  Friends  position  in  regard  to  war. 

The  offer  was  sent  to  34  Meetings,  and  the  Young 
Friends  received  answers  from  15.  One  wrote  it  was 
next  door  to  an  AFSC  office  and  so  well  supplied;  14 
will  make  use  of  this  valuable  collection  of  peace  ma- 
terials. 

* o # 

The  Young  Friends  camp  of  Northwest  Half-Yearly 
Meeting  and  Oregon  Quarterly  Meeting  will  be  held  near 
Florence,  Oregon,  August  17  to  23.  For  information, 

write  Nina  Dodd,  Route  5,  Box  621,  Everett,  Wash. 

# # # 

Ataloa,  a member  of  Los  Angeles  Meeting,  attended 
the  American  Indian  Conference  in  Chicago,  in  Tune, 
and  several  other  Indian  conferences  and  workshops. 
This  fall,  she  will  be  at  Pendle  Hill  for  a couple  of 
months  before  returning  to  the  West  Coast. 

' if  * # 

The  conference  of  the  Young  Friends  of  North  Amer- 
ican will  be  September  2 to  9,  1961,  at  Lake  Koronis 
Assembly  Ground,  Paynesville,  Minn.  The  theme  this 
vear  is  “Thy  Will  Be  Done”,  the  spiritual  basis  for 
Christian  service.  Among  the  speakers  and  discussion 
leaders  will  be  Arthur  Roberts,  professor  of  religion  and 
philosophy  at  George  Fox  College,  Newberg,  Oregon; 
Dorothy  Hutchinson,  world  traveler  and  lecturer,  mem- 
ber of  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting;  Elfrida  Vipont 
Foulds,  author  of  several  Quaker  historical  books,  mem- 
ber of  London  Yearly  Meeting.  Expenses  will  be  $35  for 
the  week.  For  full  information,  write  to  YFCNA,  Box 

447,  Earlliam  College,  Richmond,  Indiana. 

* * * 

A new  12-page  pamphlet  in  Italian,  La  Societa  Re- 
ligiosa  Degli  Amici  Chiamati  Anche  Quaccheri,  has  just 
been  published  by  Switzerland  Yearlv  Meeting  and 


F riends  World  Committee  for  Consulation.  Written  by 
Marie  Tassoni,  a member  of  Switzerland  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, this  attractive  pamphlet  describes  in  simple  language 
the  origins  of  the  Quaker  movement,  the  meeting  for 
worship,  and  Friends’  service. 

It  is  suggested  that  Friends  traveling  in  Italy  might 
want  to  carry  a copy  or  two  to  give  to  anyone  who 
shows  interest  in  Quakerism.  Available  from  the  Friends 
World  Committee,  Woodbrooke,  Selly  Oak,  Birmingham 
29,  England. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

I have  been  concerned  over  the  rising  prices  required 
of  attenders  at  Yearly  Meeting.  Is  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 
along  with  various  other  chinches,  becoming  a select 
club  for  a few? 

—Mary  D.  Pollard 

Argenta  Monthly  Meeting 
« « # 

I have  been  trying  to  find  words  to  express  the  feeling 
of  excitement  as  Yearly  Meeting  draws  near.  It  is  so 
much  more  than  the  joy  of  seeing  friends,  real  as  this 
is.  It  seems  part  of  the  very  nature  of  Quakerism  that 
we  must  so  gather  to  share  the  search  on  a wider  base. 
This  poem  gives  some  hint  of  what  I feel.  It  is  from 
Raynor  Johnson’s  Nurslings  of  Immortality . 

“Our  highest  truths  are  but  half  truths. 

Think  not  to  settle  down  forever  in  any  truth; 

Make  use  of  it  as  a tent  in  which  to  pass  a summer’s 
night. 

But  build  no  house  around  it,  or  it  will  be  your  tomb. 

When  you  have  an  inkling  of  its  insufficiency 

And  begin  to  descry  a dim  counter-truth  looming 
up  beyond, 

Then  weep  not,  but  give  thanks: 

It  is  the  Lord’s  voice  whispering, 

“Take  up  thy  bed  and  walk.” 

—Olivia  Davis 
La  Jolla  Meeting 
# * * 

There  was  one  sentence  in  my  article  in  the  May  issue 
which  you  omitted:  “I  wish  to  ask  the  question  of 
Quakers  and  present  one  man’s  view  of  what  group 
worship  might  include.” 

I would  like  the  Bulletin  to  serve  as  a forum  for  ex- 
change of  Friends’  ideas  and  questions.  There  has  been 
little  reaction  to  my  article.  Perhaps  people  are  too  used 
to  seeing  various  people’s  ideas  expressed  but  without 
any  thought  of  making  contact  with  the  author  about 
them.  I should  very  much  like  to  hear  from  others  in 
reply  to  the  questions  I tried  to  raise. 

—Charles  Valentine 
Argenta , B.C. 

9 9 9 

I sense  a hardening  in  the  attitude  of  Congress.  This 
morning  a Pennsylvania  Congressman  said  we  ought  to 
put  our  fist  under  the  nose  of  Khrushchev  and  Castro 
and  say,  “Cut  it  out,  or  we’ll  fight.”  He  thinks  they 
would  back  down.  There  are  many  others  who  feel  that 
“brinkmanship”  at  Taiwan  and  in  Lebanon  worked,  and 
it  is  the  only  thing  which  will  work.  I’m  afraid  — though 
I hope  my  fear  is  unfounded  — that  as  the  summer  wears 
on  and  the  Berlin  crisis  deepens,  we  shall  have  more 
chauvinism  and  jingoism  in  the  press.  Therefore  letters 
to  the  editor  are  needed. 

Kennedy  doesn’t  want  to  resume  testing  and  at  heart 
I believe  he  wants  to  avoid  belligerent  action,  but  he 
is  being  pressured  hard  to  yield.  Will  you  write  a letter? 

— J.  Stuart  Innerst 
Washington,  D.C. 
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REPORT  OF  SOCIAL  ORDER  COMMITTEE 

The  Social  Order  Committee  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeing  herewith  presents  its  annual  report  of  what  the 
various  Monthly  Meetings  are  doing  in  the  area  of  social  concerns.  Meetings  which  have  further  information 
to  add  are  urged  to  do  so  soon. 

The  committee  hopes  to  have  a session  at  Yearly  Meeting  in  Santa  Barbara  when  social  concerns  may  be 
raised.  These  preferably  should  be  in  writing  and  limited  to  75  words. 

—Franklin  Zahn,  chairman 
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REPORT  OF  BULLETIN  COMMITTEE 

Communications  among  the  eight  members  of  the 
Bulletin  Committee  this  year  were  limited  to  corres- 
pondence and  to  one  short  rump-committee  meeting  at 
Interim  at  Palo  Alto,  with  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  It  is  perhaps  significant  that  his  advice  was 
asked  for;  it  sounded  reassuring  at  that  time. 

Tin;  members  of  the  committee  have  tried  to  find  a 
correspondent  or  representative  for  the  Bulletin  in  each 
Monthly  Meeting  of  their  regions.  These  correspondents 
took  responsibility  for  the  promotion  of  the  paper  in 
their  respective  Meetings:  they  asked  for  contributions, 
reminded  Friends  to  renew  their  subscriptions,  and 
last  but  not  least,  they  drew  the  attention  of  Friends 


to  the  importance  of  the  Bulletin  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 
They  were  also  responsible  for  getting  reports  on 
special  news  and  events,  and  they  tried  to  obtain  ar- 
ticles, poems,  and  letters  for  the  paper.  In  some  cases  the 
correspondents  are  sending  lists  of  Meeting  members 
and  attenders  to  the  editor  and  helping  eliminate  from 
older  lists  the  names  of  Friends  no  longer  interested  or 
who  have  moved  away.  Eight  Meetings  subscribed  for 
all  their  members,  and  four  others  sent  some  subscrip- 
tions for  new  members  or  interested  attenders. 

The  results  of  this  effort  appear  in  the  financial  re- 
port of  the  Bulletin.  The  Bulletin  this  year  has  exceeded 
by  almost  $75  the  amount  specified  in  the  budget  to  be 
raised  by  contributions.  This  encouraging  situation  is 
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due  to  the  increased  activity  of  the  part  of  a number 
of  people,  including  committee  members,  correspondents, 
and  loyal,  interested  individuals.  The  committee  is  very 
grateful  for  all  the  help  given  the  Bulletin  this  year. 

Ten  issues  were  published  this  year,  a total  of  64 
pages.  Articles  or  major  reports  were  received  from 
members  of  24  of  our  34  Meetings.  The  mailing  list  is 
a little  smaller  than  last  year,  reflecting  the  removal  of 
names  of  persons  no  longer  expressing  interest  in  the 
paper. 

Our  Bulletin  would  like  more  active  participation  by 
its  readers,  as  expressed  in  “Letters  to  the  Editor,”  or 
by  letting  the  editor  or  committee  members  know  about 
their  criticisms,  concerns  or  wishes. 

The  committee  is  discussing  fully  a concern  brought 
up  by  one  of  its  members  about  the  general  fiscal  policy 
of  the  Bulletin  and  how  changes  can  be  made  to  make 
the  paper  more  useful  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  as  a whole. 

—Stephanie  Ullman,  chairman 
’Esther  C.  Richards,  editor 

QUERIES  FOR  YOUNG  FRIENDS 

The  following  are  Queries  offered  by  the  Young 
Friends  Committee  of  North  America: 

1.  Do  you  strive  for  the  constant  realization  of  God’s 
presence  in  your  life? 


2.  Do  you  accept  your  rightful  share  of  responsibility 
in  your  local  Meeting? 

3.  Do  you  seek  to  have  a fuller  understanding  of 
Quakerism? 

4.  Do  you  love  one  another  as  becomes  the  followers 
of  Christ? 

5.  Do  you  seek  to  serve  Quakerism  as  well  as  being 
served  by  it? 

6.  Do  you  seek  to  make  a positive  witness  in  your 
study,  recreation  and  work? 

NOBLE  PRAYER  FOR  OLDER  PEOPLE 

From  two  different  sources  the  Bulletin  has  received 
versions  of  this  prayer,  attributed  to  “a  Mother  Superior 
who  wishes  to  remain  anonymous.” 

Lord,  Thou  knowest  better  than  I know  my- 
self that  I am  growing  older,  and  will  some  day 
be  old. 

Keep  me  from  getting  talkative,  and  particu- 
larly from  the  fatal  habit  of  thinking  I must  say 
something  on  every  subject  and  on  every  oc- 
casion. 

Release  me  from  craving  to  try  to  straighten 
out  everybody’s  affairs. 

Keep  my  mind  from  the  recital  of  endless 
details  — give  me  wings  to  get  to  the  point. 

I ask  for  grace  enough  to  listen  to  the  tales 
of  others’  pains.  Help  me  to  endure  them  with 
patience. 

But  seal  my  lips  on  my  own  aches  and  pains  — 
they  are  increasing  and  my  love  of  rehearsing 
them  is  becoming  sweeter  as  the  years  go  by. 

Teach  me  the  glorious  lesson  that  occasionally 
it  is  possible  that  I may  be  mistaken. 

Keep  me  reasonably  sweet;  I do  not  want  to 
be  a saint  — some  of  them  are  so  hard  to  live 
with  — but  a sour  old  woman  is  one  of  the  crown- 
ing works  of  the  devil. 

Make  me  thoughtful,  but  not  nosey;  helpful, 
but  not  bossy.  With  my  vast  store  of  wisdom,  it 
seems  a pity  not  to  use  it  all.  But  Thou  knowest. 
Lord,  that  I want  a few  friends  at  the  end.  Amen. 
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